SUMMER TASKS – GCSE TO A-LEVEL TRANSITION
	Subject: A-Level Early Modern History

	Title: Henry VII

	[image: ]Task: 
HOW STRONG WAS HENRY VII’S CLAIM TO THE THRONE?
1. [image: ]Complete the following tasks, with reference to the family tree on page 3:
2. You will need to bring your answers (handwritten on A4 paper with your name on) to your ﬁrst history class.
3. Using the copy of the family tree on page 3, make your own version with the changes a-c added. It can be either done by hand (with images cut out and glued on) or electronically and printed off. Changes to make:
a. Add a contemporary picture of the people shaded yellow (if available).
b. Add a note to say how they become king (if relevant) and how they died
c. Colour code the family tree: red for Lancastrians and white (circle the names with a black line) for Yorkists
4. Finally, why are the people marked (*) and (+) so important?
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	How long should I spend on this? 1hr

	How will I get feedback? 

	Contact email: 
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To assess the strength of Henry’s claim to the throne in 1485,
read the hereditary rules for monarchs and then answer the
questions that follow.

Hereditary rules for monarchs

I The claim descends lineally to the legitimate issue of the
sovereign. Because of this, sons of the monarch’s eldest
son have priority over the monarch’s other sons and their
children.

2 Males are preferred to females. (Females were not
prohibited from being monarchs, but the last queen
regnant had been Matilda in the early twelfth century and
the result had been civil war.)

3 Male issues of subsequent marriages of the sovereign take
precedence over daughters of previous marriages.

Questions on the family tree

I To understand the competing claims to the throne in the
fifteenth century, it is necessary to go back to Edward il
and his sons. Although none of Edward’s sons became king
himself, the descendants of four of them eventually became
kings. In the following table, which kings were descended
from each son of Edward II1?

Sons Kings

Edward, the Black Prince

Lionel, Duke of Clarence

John of Gaunt

Edmund, Duke of York

2 From which of Edward lII's sons did Henry VII’s royal blood
come!

3 Why was Henry VII’s claim to the throne made stronger in
14712

4 What would a marriage of Henry VIl and Elizabeth of York
bring together?

5 How strong was Henry’s claim to the throne? Consider the
following points:

* Is his claim direct and unchallengeable?

* Does he descend in a clear and obvious way from a
previous monarch?

* Was he always an obvious and strong claimant?

* Did other people have stronger claims?

Answers to these questions are given on page 321.





