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Subject: A-Level  

Title:  

Task: 

 
Project Overview: 

Your task is to explore how developments in artificial intelligence challenge 
traditional religious and philosophical ideas about: 

• Personhood 
• Consciousness 
• Free will 
• Ethical decision-making 

You’ll be researching, reflecting, and presenting your findings in one of several 
creative formats. 

Learning Objectives: 

• Introduce students to key A-Level themes (Self, Death & Afterlife, 
Free Will, Ethical Theories) 

• Build independent research skills 

• Encourage ethical reasoning with real-world applications 

• Promote engagement with current technology and debates 



Project Task: 

“Explore whether A.I. can (or should) be considered a person, and how this 
might affect 
the way we think about ethics, morality, and what it means to be human.” 

You can focus on one of the following guiding questions — or come up with 
your own: 

• Can A.I. ever have free will? 

• If a machine can feel pain or think like us, should it have rights? 

• Could A.I. be more moral than humans? What would Natural 
Moral Law or Utilitarianism say? 

• If a human mind can be uploaded to a machine, does the soul still 
matter? 

 
You will present your findings in one of the following formats: 

•  A short video essay (3–5 mins) 

•  A mini research report (800–1000 words) 

• 🗣🗣 A podcast episode (solo or group) 

•  A creative piece (e.g. a short story, comic, or art piece) with a 
300-word explanation 

Make sure to include: 

• Reference to at least one ethical theory or philosophical concept 

• Your own viewpoint – supported by reasoning and examples 

• Reference to at least one real-world case or technology (e.g. 
ChatGPT, Boston Dynamics, Neuralink, etc.) 

To get you started: 

• Short article: The people who think AI might become conscious - 
BBC News 

• Podcast: The AI Dilemma (Centre for Humane Technology) 
• Philosopher to explore: Daniel Dennett or John Searle (Chinese 

Room) 
• Ethical theory intro sheets (please see attachments) 

 
Enjoy this summer project and I look forward to seeing what you 

discover! 

Luke 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0k3700zljjo#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DIn%20November%202024%2C%20an%20AI%2Cthat%20chatbots%20are%20already%20conscious
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0k3700zljjo#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DIn%20November%202024%2C%20an%20AI%2Cthat%20chatbots%20are%20already%20conscious
https://www.humanetech.com/podcast/the-ai-dilemma


How long should I spend on this? 1hr 

How will I get feedback?  

Contact email:  

 



Ethica l The o ry  Summa ry  
She e ts 
  



Na tura l Mora l La w  (NML) 
Wha t is it? 

Na tura l Mora l La w  is a  de onto log ica l the ory  de ve lope d  by 
Thoma s Aquina s. It sa ys tha t right a nd  w rong  a re  de te rmined  by 
re a son a nd  the  na tura l purpose  o f huma ns. 

Ke y Fea tures: 

- Ba sed  on Aristo tle 's idea  o f a  na tura l purpose  (te los). 

- Aquina s be lieved  God  ga ve  huma ns rea son to  d iscove r mora l 
la w s. 

- Actions a re  right if the y  he lp  us a chieve  our na tura l purpose  
(e .g . to  live , rep roduce , lea rn, live  in socie ty , w orship  God). 

- Fo llow s a bsolute  rule s, e .g . ‘Do  no t k ill’, ‘Do  no t lie ’. 

- The  Princip le  o f Doub le  Effe ct: An a ction w ith a  good  a nd  ba d  
e ffe ct ma y be  a llow e d  if the  ba d  e ffe ct is no t inte nded . 

Streng ths: 

- Provides cle a r a nd  consistent rule s. 

- Re spe cts huma n life  a nd  d ignity. 

Wea knesses: 

- Assumes e ve ryone  ha s the  sa me  na tura l purpose . 

- Ca n be  rig id  a nd  ignore  outcomes o r contex t. 

  



Situa tion Ethics (SE) 
Wha t is it? 

Situa tion Ethics w a s de ve loped  by Jose ph Fle tche r in the  1960s. It 
is a  te le o log ica l the ory  tha t sa ys the  most loving  thing  to  do  is 
the  right thing . 

Ke y Fea tures: 

- One  a bso lute  rule : Alw a ys do  the  most loving  thing  (a ga pe  
love ). 

- Re je cts le ga listic (strict rule -ba sed ) e thics a nd  a ntinomia nism (no  
rule s a t a ll). 

- De cisions should  be  ma de  ba se d  on the  situa tion, no t fix e d  
la w s. 

- The  the ory  use s six  w ork ing  p rincip le s (e .g . love  is the  only  
norm, love  a nd  justice  a re  the  sa me). 

Streng ths: 

- Flex ib le  a nd  p ra ctica l. 

- Puts pe op le  a nd  love  a t the  ce ntre  o f mora l de cisions. 

Wea knesses: 

- Ca n be  too  sub jective : pe op le  ma y d isa gre e  on w ha t is ‘loving’. 

- Ma y a llow  ha rmful a ctions if se en a s ‘loving’ in the  mome nt. 

  



Utilita ria nism 
Wha t is it? 

Utilita ria nism is a  consequentia list the ory . It sa ys a n a ction is 
right if it b rings a bout the  g rea te st ha pp iness fo r the  gre a te st 
numbe r. 

Ke y Fea tures: 

- Founde d  by Je remy Be ntha m; de ve loped  by John Stua rt Mill. 

- Be ntha m’s ve rsion: use  the  Hedonic Ca lculus to  mea sure  
p lea sure  a nd  pa in. 

- Mill: focused  on qua lity  o f ha pp iness, not just qua ntity . 

- Rule  Utilita ria nism (Mill): fo llow  gene ra l rule s tha t usua lly  lea d  
to  the  g rea te st ha pp ine ss. 

Streng ths: 

- De mocra tic a nd  ba sed  on outcomes. 

- Ea sy  to  a pp ly  in ma ny situa tions. 

Wea knesses: 

- Ca n justify  immora l a cts (e .g . lying , ha rming  a n innoce nt 
pe rson). 

- Ha rd  to  p red ict a ll consequences. 
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